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The European Scientific Working group on Influenza (ESWI) is looking forward to organizing 

the fifth edition of its ESWI Influenza Conferences in Riga, Latvia, on 14 – 17 September 2014. 

Over the past 11 years, the ESWI Influenza Conferences have grown into the largest European 

scientific conferences entirely dedicated to influenza. In keeping with its excellent scientific 

reputation, the upcoming fifth edition will give the floor to the most renowned influenza 

scientists in order to showcase recent advances in basic science and the control and prevention of 

influenza, to stimulate the scientific debate on novel, unpublished research data and to advance 

our understanding of influenza by identifying new research routes. Additionally, the conference 

will have a second, tailor-made programme for public health officials and opinion leaders in 

healthcare work. They will be given the opportunity to participate in a series of seven sessions 

that cover the entire spectrum of influenza policy making.



ESWI’s top level scientific programme 
committee, chaired by Prof. Ab Oster-
haus, has direct access to all leading 
influenza scientists worldwide. The 
committee will have two vice-chairs: 
Prof. Peter Openshaw (Imperial College, 
London) will be co-responsible for the 
clinical quality of the programme, 
whilst Dr. Gülsah Gabriel (Heinrich-Pet-
te-Institut, Hamburg) will coordinate 
the programme from a virological point 
of view. The combined expertise of the 
ESWI Board of Directors and the ses-
sion chairs will form the conference’s 
Scientific Advisory Board.

ESWI’s unique position in the influenza 
field allows us to capitalize on the 
renewed interest in influenza control 
and prevention. Recent events, like the 
emergence of the H7N9 influenza virus 
and the continued threat of H5N1, 
have emphasized the importance of 
improved preparedness. At the same 
time it is obvious that, in the years 
since the last ESWI conference, the 
influenza field has taken major steps 
forward: new analyses of flu vaccine ef-
fectiveness, the development of novel 
antiviral drugs and innovative influen-
za vaccines, the promise of a universal 
influenza vaccine… ESWI is in a perfect 
position to develop a state-of-art scien-
tific programme that will appeal to all 
influenza-related disciplines. 

Since some of the best and most 
innovative ideas come from young 
scientists, ESWI actively encourages the 
careers of young researchers, contri-
buting to Europe’s continued leading 
scientific base in influenza research. 
Through the Young Scientist Fund, 
ESWI provides some 50 grants to young 
scientists. Candidates can submit their 
online grant application as of 1 Febru-
ary 2014.

In addition, young scientists will act as 
co-chairs during the conference sessi-
ons, implying that they will assist their 
session chair (a renowned influenza 
expert by default) when moderating 
the scientific debates. Importantly, 
Wednesday 17 September 2014 will 
open with a plenary session entirely 
devoted to the work of promising sci-
entists. In past editions, these plenaries 
were highly appreciated in the influ-
enza community, mainly due to their 
innovative and refreshing nature.

 ■ Albert Osterhaus, THE NETHERLANDS

 ■ Claude Hannoun, FRANCE

 ■ Gülsah Gabriel, GERMANY

 ■ Peter Openshaw, UK

 ■ Ted van Essen, THE NETHERLANDS

 ■ Chris Vanlangendonck, BELGIUM
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PRELIMINARY 
SCIENTIFIC 
PROGRAMME

14 SEPTEMBER 2014

18:30-19:30 OPENING CEREMONY

19:30-22:00 WELCOME RECEPTION

15 SEPTEMBER 2014

08:45-09:45 PLENARY SESSION

09:45-10:15 COFFEE BREAK/ PRESS BRIEFING

10:15-12:00 PARALLEL SESSIONS

 ■ Virus structure and replication 
 ■ Clinical Impact and diagnostic approaches

12:00-14:00 LUNCH

14:00-15:45 PARALLEL SESSIONS

 ■ Virus host interaction and pathogenesis
 ■ Epidemics and pandemic threats 

15:45-16:15 COFFEE BREAK

16:15-18:00 PARALLEL SESSIONS

 ■ Immunology
 ■ Mathematical modelling 

16 SEPTEMBER 2014

08:45-09:45 PLENARY SESSION

09:45-10:15 COFFEE BREAK

10:15-12:00 PARALLEL SESSIONS

 ■ Antivirals and resistance
 ■ Animal flu-ecology and epidemiology of animal influenza

12:00-14:00 LUNCH

14:00-15:45 PARALLEL SESSIONS

 ■ Vaccines: current and novel approaches 
 ■ Genetics and evolution of virus and host

15:45-16:15 COFFEE BREAK

16:15-18:00 PARALLEL SESSIONS

 ■ Evaluation of vaccine safety and effectiveness
 ■ Risk management and mitigation

20:00-23:00 FAREWELL DINNER

17 SEPTEMBER 2014

08:45-09:45 PLENARY SESSION: ESWI YOUNG SCIENTISTS AWARD WINNERS

09:45-10:15 COFFEE BREAK

10:15-12:00  ■ Late breakers 

12:00-13:00 PLENARY SESSION

 ■ Scientific approaches towards intervention strategies

13:00-13:30 CLOSING CEREMONY

13:30-14:30 LUNCH



PRELIMINARY 
SCIENCE POLICY 
INTERFACE 
PROGRAMME

In keeping with ESWI’s aims to bridge the gap 
between science and health policy, the Fifth ESWI 
Influenza Conference will see a new edition of 
the ‘Science Policy Interface’ (SPI), a separate 
programme track specifically dedicated to public 
health officials, which will ‘translate’ the newest 
scientific data into daily policy practice. Top ex-
perts will bring a mixture of tailor-made lectures, 
good practices, case studies and workshops. In 
seven sessions, they will answer questions like: 
Is influenza vaccination cost-effective? What is 
the role of governments, healthcare providers 
and pharmacists in influenza prevention? Should 
we be prepared for another influenza pandemic? 
How important is communication for public 
health officials? What about the H7N9 and H5N1 
flu viruses? The session topics are arranged in 
such a way as to maximize the opportunities for 
interdisciplinary interactions. 

As innovative as the SPI concept may be, ESWI 
is continuously improving its formats and will 
be launching the SPI 2.0 in 2014. To further 
enhance the speakers panel/audience interac-
tion, ESWI introduces the Reflection Team, i.e. a 
team of commenters, who will reflect/comment 
on the session’s content and Q&A from their 
expertise and knowledge. Reflection Teams will 
be differently composed every session, as they 
may include public health officials, healthcare 
professionals, scientific experts from a different 
domain, journalists…

14 SEPTEMBER 2014

18:30-19:30 OPENING CEREMONY

19:30-22:00 WELCOME RECEPTION

15 SEPTEMBER 2014

08:45-09:45 PLENARY SESSION

09:45-10:15 COFFEE BREAK

10:15-12:00  ■ Why should influenza be a public health priority?  

12:00-14:00 LUNCH

14:00 -15:45  ■ How to prevent influenza

15:45-16:15 COFFEE BREAK

16:15-18:00  ■ Influenza vaccines really work: true of false?

16 SEPTEMBER 2014

08:45-09:45 PLENARY SESSION

09:45-10:15 COFFEE BREAK

10:15-12:00  ■ How to treat influenza 

12:00-14:00 LUNCH

14:00-15:45  ■ Will there ever be a new influenza pandemic and are 
we prepared?

15:45-16:15 COFFEE BREAK

16:15 18:00  ■ Putting flu on the agenda of society

20:00-23:00 FAREWELL DINNER

17 SEPTEMBER 2014

08:45-09:45 PLENARY SESSION: ESWI YOUNG SCIENTISTS AWARD WINNERS

09:45-10:15  ■ Coffee Break

10:15-12:00  ■ Flu campaigns: why and how?

12:00-13:00 PLENARY SESSION

 ■ Scientific approaches towards intervention strategies

13:00-13:30 CLOSING CEREMONY

13:30-14:30 LUNCH



ABOUT RIGA

The City
The Fifth ESWI Influenza Conference 
will take you to Riga, capital of Latvia. 
Riga is home to around 700,000 inhabi-
tants, making it an ideally sized city for 
a successful and attractive conference. 
The most ancient part of the town is a 
unique cultural treasure now recog-
nised by UNESCO as a World Heritage 
Site. Building a bridge between the Ea-
stern and the Western parts of Europe, 
Riga is attracting a growing number 
of business visitors and it is hence the 
perfect venue for the 2014 ESWI Influ-
enza Conference.

The venue
The Fifth ESWI Conference will take 
place at the Radisson Blu Hotel Latvija. 
This venue is a defining landmark on 
Riga’s skyline and the largest business 
and conference hotel in the Baltics. In 
addition to spacious, modern rooms 
and suites, attendees in this hotel in 
Old Town Riga will enjoy full conferen-
ce facilities, located on a single floor.

If you have any questions 
about the Fifth ESWI 
Influenza Conference, 
please contact:

David De Pooter
ESWI management
e-mail: david.depooter@eswi.org
mobile: +32 479 45 74 46

IMPORTANT 
DATES

 ■ 2 SEPTEMBER 2013 

start online registration
 ■ 1 FEBRUARY 2014 

start online abstract 
submission 

 ■ 1 FEBRUARY 2014 

start Young Scientist 
Grant application 
submission

Ø www.eswiconference.org

Ø www.eswiconference.org 

ABOUT ESWI

The European Scientific Working group on Influenza (ESWI) 
is a network of independent influenza experts and organi-
zations of public health officials, healthcare professionals, 
at-risk patients and the elderly. Together, we aim to reduce 
the burden of influenza in Europe.

 ■ www.eswi.org
 ■ www.flucommunity.org
 ■ www.flucentre.org
 ■ Join us on facebook: 

www.facebook.com/ 
EuropeanScientistsFightingInfluenza


